[image: image1.jpg]southcarolina healthcarevoices




Questions & Answers

Private vs. Public Insurance

Q: Do you believe we should end employer-sponsored health insurance?

A: As the leading source of health insurance, about 158 million non-elderly Americans currently receive their health coverage through employer-sponsored insurance. It is a model that has worked for many years and continues to work today. However, we need supplemental solutions for America’s uninsured who are not offered or cannot afford coverage through their employer. It doesn’t have to be all or nothing when it comes to health coverage in America. The best and brightest solutions will come from a variety of individuals and industries.

Q: Shouldn’t we rely on the innovation of market solutions instead of letting the government take over?

A: Successful health reform will need to include a combination of private and public solutions. Employer-sponsored insurance is the main source of health coverage for most Americans and programs like CHIP provide a lifeline to families who are not offered or cannot afford coverage through their employer. Our best bet is to build off of what works and call upon the ingenuity of business, insurers and the government to ensure quality, affordable coverage for all Americans.
Q: Is it pure myth that we will have a single payer system? (And frankly, is that such a bad thing?)

A: Any viable health reform that ensures that Americans have stable, affordable coverage will build on the system we already have, with employers, government, and individuals all having a role to play. Many of the same groups who branded health reform as “socialized medicine” in the early ‘90s are now the biggest proponents of reform. Success in Massachusetts and other states have proven that the government is a helpful partner in providing coverage to uninsured Americans. It’s clear that we all have a role to play – government, employers and individuals. 
Q: Isn’t health reform socializing medicine?

A: Many of the same groups who deemed health reform as socialized medicine in the early ‘90s are now the biggest proponents of reform. Success in Massachusetts and other states has proved that the government is a helpful partner in providing coverage to uninsured Americans. Two of our country’s most successful health care programs, the Veterans Affairs Health Care System and Medicare, are examples of government-funded health care. Comprehensive health reform will involve many different constituencies—from insurers to hospitals to labor and business—to ensure the right mix of experience and insightfulness to get Americans covered. 
Choice and Competition

Q: How can we reform care without limiting personal choice/options?

A: The key to health reform will be making sure Americans who are currently happy with their health insurance get to hold on to what they have while we provide new solutions to America’s uninsured. Through a mix of private and public coverage options, and a commitment to work hand-in-hand with our nation’s health insurance industry, we can achieve both.

Q: Will reform ration care/reduce choices?
A: Every American deserves access to quality, affordable health care, period. That includes being able to stay with your current health care provider, if you choose, and get the care you need when you need it. Every major health care proposal being discussed protects patient choice. Our nation’s leaders recognize the need to respect that choice and are committed to not imposing unnecessary restrictions that would hinder people from continuing with their same level of care. 
State vs. Federal Health Reform

Q: Should states have the choice to opt out of health reforms taking place at the federal level?  
A: With health care costs soaring, more and more Americans losing their health insurance and mounting state budget deficits, it is in everyone’s best interest to participate in the federal health reform debate. States must work in partnership with national leaders to pass comprehensive health reforms at both the state and federal level. Federal action is needed to address the larger issues such as financing, administrative structures, reform models and legal challenges. Health reform will require national solutions guided by innovative state strategies. But most importantly, federal and state health reform will create a win-win situation. It can make health care more affordable and accessible which will improve the overall health and health care of our state and our nation. 
Q: If states can’t implement health reform on the state level, how can we make it work on a larger scale?

A: While many states have implemented changes to their health care system, without national action and support, no plan can fully succeed. While Congress and the current administration will, no doubt, draw upon lessons learned from various state initiatives, a national plan is needed to implement changes across the country. Many times states lack the funding necessary to fully implement changes, or changes are weighed down with unnecessary administrative costs. By implementing changes on the national level, we can ensure adequate funding and limit costs where appropriate.
