The South Carolina Supreme Court has interpreted the education clause of our state constitution to provide children with "the opportunity for a minimally adequate education." Our children deserve better than a "minimally adequate education."

The first step to changing from "minimally adequate" to quality is to amend the SC Constitution. In order for the people to vote on an amendment, the SC Legislature must vote by 2/3 to allow a vote on an amendment.

Please join the effort to have the General Assembly allow the people to amend the Constitution by doing the following:

Go to <www.goodbyeminimallyadequate.com> and sign the petition requesting the General Assembly to amend the Constitution.

Email your friends and ask them to sign the petition.

Contact your legislative representative and ask them to vote for submitting a constitutional amendment to the people for a vote.

Ask all candidates running for the General Assembly where they stand on amending the education clause of the Constitution and consider their stance when casting your vote.

Inserting the words "high quality" into the SC Constitution will:

Set a higher marker for legislative funding debates in the future, which a minimally adequate system never will.

Create a higher standard of expectations for public education for everyone: legislators, taxpayers, the education community, parents, and students.

Send a message to those considering the teaching profession that they will be entering a system that both offers them a professional experience that asks them to give their best and one that will provide teaching environments that promote excellence, not mediocrity.

Establish a high quality education system that represents the highest values of South Carolinians, proclaiming we can and will do better than minimally adequate.
